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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1945. 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945. 

The  ^lirth  Rate,  19‘89  per  1000  resident  population, 
although  slightly  lower  than  last  year,  is  still  above  the 
average  for  the  whole  Country. 

The  Death  Rate,  15'66  is  higher  than  for  1944  (14  o0 
per  1000  population) ; the  two  causes  of  cancer  and  tubercu- 
losis together  more  than  accounting  for  the  increase. 
Increased  age  at  death  has  to  be  considered  in  comparing 
cancer  deaths  of  separate  years. 

Infectious  Disease.  There  were  35  cases  of  measles 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Diptheria  did  not  occur 
except  in  the  case  of  one  adult.  Scabies  infestation 
disappeared.  Generally,  the  health  of  the  Borough  was 
good. , 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Eighty-two  children  aged 
1 to  5 years  and  22  children  aged  5 to  15  years  were 
fully  protected.  The  immunising  agent  used  was  Alum 
Precipitated  Toxide,  in  two  injections  of  0.3  and  0.5  c.c. 
No  ill  effects  have  been  reported. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 

Area  in  acres — 1925. 

Population  census  in  1931 — 6707. 

Estimated  Population — 5177. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  about  1589. 

Rateable  value — £50,026. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate — £200  4s.  5d. 


Vital  Statistics. 
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Total 

M 

F 

Live  1 Legitimate 

90 

48 

42) 

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Births)  Illigitimate 

13 

9 

41 

of  estimated  resident 

103 

57 

46 

population  ...  19.89 

Still  Births 

4 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  & Still  Births)  37.38 

Deaths 

81 

36 

45 

Death  Rate  per  1000 
of  the  estimated 
population  ...  15.66 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : 


Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 Rate  per  1000  total  (Livel  00 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 and  Still  Births)  ^ 00 


Deatlis  of  Infants  under  one  year  : 

M 

2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  per  lOOO  Live  Births 

Deaths  from  Typhoid 

— 0 

Cancer 

—17 

}} 

Measles  „ 

— 0 

Whooping  Cough  „ 

— 2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2) 

— 0 

Poliomyelitis 

— 0 

Erysipelas 

— 0 

Pneumonia 

— 2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 0 

)7 

Diptheria 

— 0 

}} 

Influenza 

— 2 

77 

Bronchitis 

— 1 

}) 

Other  Res.  Dis. 

— 2 

}} 

Tuberculosis 

— 6 

77 

Syphilitic 

— 0 

f} 

Intra-Cran.  vase,  lesions 

— 6 

77 

Heart 

—24 

77 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst. 

— 1 

7i 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

— 0 

77 

Diabetes 

— 1 

77 

Appendicitis 

— 0 

77 

Other  digve.  dis. 

— 2 

77 

Nephritis 

— 3 

77 

Con.  Mai.  birth  Inj.  infant 

— 0 

77 

Violent  Causes 

— 2 

77 

All  other  causes 

—10 

M— 36  F— 45=81 

Total 

4 


38.83 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  new  works  during  the  year. 
SANITARY  1NSPECTIC)N  OF  THE  AREA. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  ten  in  the  area.  25  inspections  have  been 
made.  General  Condition — good. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  10  Dairies  and  13  Cowsheds  registered. 
Dairies  have  been  inspected  17  times  and  Cowsheds  40  times. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  2 licensed  slaughterhouses  (closed  since 
control  by  M.  of  F.)  and  a public  abattoir.  (See  Meat 
Inspection). 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(a)  Council  Houses  Infested  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Other  Houses  Infested  ...  ...  4 

(c)  Disinfestation  (vacant  houses)  ...  '2 

Bedding,  etc.  destroyed  ...  ...  4 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  5 Wholesale  Producers, 
1 Producer  Retailer  and  7 Retailers  of  Milk. 

National  Advisory  and  Milk  Testing  Scheme. 

This  Scheme  is  operated  by  Seale  Hayne  Agricultural 
College  acting  for  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
The  object  ; by  regular  testing  to  grade  milks  in  three  cat- 
egories and  as  a result  to  advise  and  encourage  producers 
to  obtain  the  highest  quality  grade  for  which  a better  price 
will  be  paid  (Grade  A).  A Milk  Sampler  for  the  Borough 
in  conjunction  with  the  towns  of  Paignton  and  Brixham 
has  been  appointed. 

Water  Supplies. 

Supply  has  been  adequate.  Chlorination  has  been 
continued  at  the  main  source  as  a final  treatment  after  fil- 
tration, but  owing  to  subsequent  mixing  by  smaller  un- 
treated auxiliary  supplies,  satisfactory  chlorination  of  the 
final  water  is  very  difficult  Frequent  tests  for  residual 
chlorine  in  the  tap  water  have  been  made. 
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Housing. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken*  under  the  Housing 
Acts  during  the  year. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  : 13  without  Notices. 

5 with  Informal  Notices. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACE, 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Inspec- 

Written Prosecu- 

tions 

Notices 

tions 

Factories  (with  Mechanical  Power) 

...  19 

0 

...  0 

Workshops  (with  Mechanical  Power) 

...  12 

0 

0 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act 

...  7 

0 

...  0 

' 

38 

0 

0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease 


Total 

cases  notified 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  14 

Chickenpox  ...  2 

Diptheria  ‘ ...  I 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  6 

Erysipelas  ...  1 

Measles  ...  35 

Whooping  Cough  ...  5 

Malaria  ...  2 

Dysentery  ...  1 


Cases 

admitted  to  Hosp. 
3 
0 
1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 


68 
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CASES  ADMITTED  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  KINGS  ASH, 
PAIGNTON,  from  Dartmouth  Borough  during  1944  : 

Total  number  of  cases  : 3 Scarlet  Fever, 


1 Diptheria. 
1 Measles. 


CASES  ADMITTED  TO  “ DUNEDIN  ” AUXILIARY  ISOLATION 
HOSPITAL,  PAIGNTON,  from  Dartmouth  Borough  during  1944: 

Broncho-Pneumonia  1.  Verminous  Conditions  3. 

This  Hospital  was  closed  on  31st  October,  1945. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Reerister  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 


Male.  Female.,  Total 

19  12  31 

3 3 6 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  DICK, 

M.D.,  CH.B.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year 
ending  the  Slst  December,  1945. 

7,503  Food  Annimals  were  slaughtered  during  the 
year,  There  was  37,597  lbs.  of  meat  and  internal  organa 
condemned  due  to  the  following  reasons  : — 

Whole  Carcases. — Emaciation  and  Dropsy,  Fevered 
Condition,  Injury,  Generalised  Tuberculoses,  Moribund, 
found  dead  in  field  and  lairages,  Hydreamia  and  Ur6mia, 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  Internal  Organs.  Actinomycosis, 
Abscess,  Decomposition,  Cirrhosis,  Angioma,  Inflamation, 
Injury,  Septic  Pleurisy,  Parasitic  Invasion. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Canned  Food,  etc.  : Total  weight  condemned — 18541bs. 
PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 

During  the  year  1st  Jan.  to  31st  December,  1945, 
£419  : 1 : 2d.  was  charged  for  use  of  the  Public  Abattoirs 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  on  an  headage  charge,  and  rental 
for  Offices. 

MILK  SAMPLES. 

4 

Mr.  Mock  is  the  Official  Milk  Sampler  for  the 
Borough  of  Dartmouth,  Brixham  and  Paignton  Urban 
Districts.  These  samples  are  examined  at  Seale-Hayne 
Agricultural  College,  Newton  Abbot. 
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Meat  Inspection. 

Government  Control. — The  Borough  Public  Abattoirs 
are  used  as  a slaughtering  centre  under  the  Ministry  of 


Food,  since  15th  January, 

during — 1940 — 9154. 

„ ] 941— 12308. 

„ 1942—  8889. 

„ 1943—  9934. 

,,  1944—  8004. 

1945—  7503. 


1940. 

Animals 

slaughtered 

Meat  condemned  21,731  lbs. 

9} 

99 

21,357  „ 

9) 

99 

21,336  „ 

99 

9> 

32,208  „ 

*9 

99 

36,032  „ 

99 

99 

37,597  „ 

DISINFECTION. — 38  Premises  were  fumigated  and 
the  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  in  the  Town  Council’s 

disinfector. 

< 

DISINFESTATION.  14  Premises  were  fumigated  and 
verminous  conditions  were  treated  with  Zaldecide  and 
fumigation. 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 
INFESTATION  ORDER,  280.— During  the  year  750  bodies 
have  been  recovered  from  premises  treated,  and  2592 
estimated  killed — per  Ministry  of  Food’s  Formula. 

Drains  Tested. 

17  premises  had  their  drains  tested,  and  defects  made 
good  to  my  satisfaction. 

W.  H.  JEFFORD,  A.R.S.I , M.S.I.A., 

Meat  & Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Rodent  Officer,  etc. 


